The New Barbarians Appear
Berlin police have resisted and appealed to the workers
to oppose the violation of the law ? I thought so, and
I still think it should have been done. But the Prussian
Minister of the Interior, Karl Severing, declared to
the Reichstag group that, weighing the possibilities, he
felt that he had no right to sacrifice the lives of
thousands of workers in a probable fight with the
army. With all respect due to this humane considera-
tion, I still think it would have been better for the
German workers to risk their lives in a fight for freedom
than to die miserably behind the barbed wire of
concentration camps a few months later.
One serious objection to my attitude was voiced :
How can the workers fight when they are disunited ?
Had not the Communists but a short time before
combined with the Nazis in a referendum aiming at
the overthrow of the same Prussian cabinet that had
now been overthrown by the army? Indeed, the
situation was as complicated as possible. The elec-
toral campaign took place in an atmosphere of civil
war. The republican militia was daily engaged in
hard and responsible duty. How many of them gave
their lives is unknown. They had often to march for
hours. Many of them were unemployed and under-
nourished. But they were men of a high idealism,
and I cannot think of them without a deep feeling of
gratitude and admiration.
It was during 1932 that I had with Professor
Dessauer of the Catholic party a conversation which
turned from our common parliamentary work to
the general political situation. I was more than sur-
prised when Professor Dessauer asked : " Don't you
think, Frau Sender, it would be wiser that we, the
277                                T